




Your Rights and Responsibilities as a Greenie, or: 

Why This Handbook and the Well-Being of Green College Are Now in Your Hands! 

As members of civil society, we all have rights and responsibilities. Resident Membership of Green College confers 

a few more: 

As a signed-on Greenie, you have the right to enjoy an academically enriched social life and a socially 

enriched academic life while you are at the College. That is the promise encoded in our motto, 

Ideas and Friendship. 

With that right goes the responsibility to play an active part in creating and sustaining the conditions that 

make such a lifestyle possible-every day and over the longer term-for you and every other Resident 
Member. 

The part you have volunteered to play at Green College has many component parts. Some are quite mundane but 

no less essential for being so, e.g. taking your turn in cleaning the Common Kitchen, sorting your waste correctly, 

paying your Dining Society meal plan fees on time, turning the lights off when you are the last person to leave one 

of the common spaces. Others are more inspiring and potentially demanding, such as: being respectful and positive 

at all times with other members of the community, taking initiatives for shared activities and supporting the 

initiatives taken by others, being hospitable to guests of the College, participating in the discussions launched by 

invited speakers and panelists in the College's public programs, reaching out from the College to project its spirit 

and energies into communities beyond its narrow physical limits. 

The College's grounds, architecture, facilities, endowments, staff, programs and policies exist primarily for the sake 

of the common daily life of Greenies. But the advantages represented by those extraordinary resources can only 

be realized each year if every Greenie plays along. There are about I 00 of you. This means ... another 99 Greenies 

are already counting on you! 

This Resident Member's Handbook contains basic information on how the College works as a residential 

community, what you may routinely expect, and what is expected of you. Along with the Residence 

Contract issued by USC's Student Housing and Community Services (SHCS) and any additional rules or 

guidelines announced by the College Office, this is what you have signed on to by moving in. 

We are here for each other: that is the root meaning of college. We all volunteered for this. No-one will be 

coerced into being a contributing Greenie. We can only encourage each other, and now and again gently but 

clearly remind each other of the social contract-the rights and responsibilities-that underpins our tiny, 

customized version of civil society. 

NB: For everyone's sake, there are also measures in place for addressing persistent or flagrant failures to 
respect the needs of the community. To inform and reassure yourself on that point, please read Appendix 

II (pp. 25-27) to the Residence Contract. 

And now, as it still says in Latin in UBC's official motto, Tuum est-over to you! 

https://vancouver.housing.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-2023-GC-Contract.pdf


https://students.ubc.ca/health/counselling-services
https://students.ubc.ca/health/student-health-service
https://secure.housing.ubc.ca/


https://equity.ubc.ca
https://universitycounsel.ubc.ca/policies/sexual-misconduct-policy/
http://svpro.ubc.ca
http://svpro.ubc.ca
https://io.ubc.ca
https://vancouver.housing.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-2023-GC-Contract.pdf
https://vancouver.housing.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-2023-GC-Contract.pdf
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http://www.hr.ubc.ca/respectful-environment/files/UBC-Statement-on-Respectful-Environment-2014.pdf
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https://vancouver.housing.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-2023-GC-Contract.pdf
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https://greencollege.ubc.ca
https://parking.ubc.ca
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https://vancouver.housing.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-2023-GC-Contract.pdf
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https://greencollege.ubc.ca/guest-responsibility-form
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https://gcdining.ca
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Additionally, the College’s programs for      
                                    bring scholars, artists,
activists and others to live here for short or
more extended stays. One of the attractions
of the College for such visitors, who often
have outstanding reputations in their fields, is
the prospect of day-to-day contact and
conversations with UBC graduate students
and postdocs. In other words, they are at the
College because people like you are. 

You will be kept informed of all upcoming
events and residencies through the College’s 
newsletter and on bulletin boards. You can
view all upcoming programming for the year
on our website. 

One more thing: As a member of Green
College, you can help determine what
happens here from now on. If you have ideas
for visitors or events not covered by the
College’s existing programs, talk to the
Principal in the first instance, who is always
glad to receive suggestions of this kind from
Resident Members (and others). 

The College’s academic, cultural and artistic
programs are meant to provide a congenial
setting in which individuals with different kinds
of disciplinary and professional expertise can
meet and think together.
 
Our lectures and events are almost all held
Monday through Thursday between 5 and 9
pm, that is, after work and classes for most
members of the UBC community. There is
almost always something interesting going on
each week during the regular academic year!  

Lectures, concerts and other presentations at
the College are sometimes part of thematic
series, sometimes one-off events. When we
host academic, artistic or community visitors
for these events, we try to arrange for them
to stay in the College Guest House and,
whenever possible, have them come for
dinner in the Great Hall. A special College
tradition is the                       after dinner in
the Piano Lounge, which is an opportunity for
Resident Members to engage informally with
visitors, irrespective of whether they were
able to attend the earlier public talk or
presentation. These chats, like other after-
dinner events, typically begin at 8 pm and are
announced to the community beforehand and
again at dinner on the night.

There is also a series devoted to
presentations by Resident Members,
convened by Resident Members and directed
primarily at an audience of fellow Resident
Members. Events in this                                                          
           (or “Members’ Series” for short) take
place between 8 and 9 pm on Mondays in the
Coach House. They are a chance for you to
share your academic and other interests with
the people you live with, for you to learn
what they are thinking about, and for
everyone to enjoy the benefits of the kind of
discussion that is possible in a place like this at
such times.

Participating in College Public
Programs

  

         Resident Members'

 
Visitors in Residence

Series

  

fireside chat
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